For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology

[image: image1.jpg]


2007 FIRST LEGO League in Louisiana – POWER PUZZLE
   B.L.A.S.T. President - Barbara Pailet (bhpfed@aol.com) 504-837-0770 

   Recruitment & Technical Coordinator Scot Marshall (scot@LaFLL.org) 985-640-0851

   Kickoff Coordinator Katie V. Wallace (Katie.v.wallace@ssc.nasa.gov) 228-688-7744

About B.La.S.T. (Building Louisiana Science and Technology)

FIRST in Louisiana is sponsored through a partnership of schools, businessmen, and nonprofit organizations.  
B.La.S.T. is the nonprofit umbrella organization integrating teams, mentors, sponsors and tournaments.  It also accepts and distributes contributions to help support FIRST LEGO League challenge tournament and the FIRST Robotics Competition.

FIRST LEGO® League (FLL) is an internationally organized robotics competition for teams of up to 10 kids (ages 9-14) led by at least one adult coach.  Each team designs, constructs and programs a LEGO® MINDSTORMS™ robot to perform a series of tasks posed by the FIRST LEGO League as a nation-wide challenge.  The team must also research, propose, and present a solution to an issue related to the special challenge theme selected by FLL headquarters for that year.  
FIRST LEGO® League allows kids to demonstrate their creativity, teamwork, and understanding of technology competing with robots they designed, built and programmed themselves.  This program is meant to inspire and engage young students with the excitement and learning that comes from hands-on science and technology. From the reactions we have seen, it truly inspires the kids!! The workplace of today, and especially tomorrow, needs a diverse group of people who are comfortable solving complex technical problems in a group setting. 

Each FLL team builds and programs a robot using the LEGO MINDSTORMS Robotics Invention System. This building process takes place over a twelve-week period prior to a tournament.  The tournaments are structured to be highly energetic with the enthusiasm and energy typically seen at an athletic event.  At the tournament, each robot will operate by itself (autonomously) around a specifically designed course as outlined in the FLL Challenge.  Each team will score points for completing specific parts of the challenge.  In addition to the challenge, each robot is judged on mechanical and programming features, each team must present research they have done in response to the Challenge, and each team is judged on teamwork and other leadership qualities.  Typically each team of 6-10 kids has at least one coach and preferably one mentor from the technical community.  Costs for a new team typically average $650-$700 and includes the purchase of the LEGO MINDSTORMS™ kit (a one time necessity), all national registration fees and state tournament registration fees.  Returning teams typically operate with budgets of $300-$400.  
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The Challenge is the annual game revealed to FLL teams each September during our on line kick off.  Teams must determine a strategy to accomplish various Challenge missions and accumulate points.  In addition, the Challenge theme and related Research Project requires teams to investigate current issues facing our modern world. This combined process brings the reality of science and technology to children on a more intimate, hands-on level.  The Challenge theme for 2003 was Mission Mars, No Limits in 2004, Ocean Odyssey in 2005, and the theme for 2006 was NanoQuest.  Maximum 2007 capacity is 6,720 teams.
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FIRST LEGO® League teams have been to space, searched the oceans, and explored ways to help humankind.  In 2007, the challenge will help students explore how our personal energy choices to heat our homes, fuel our cars, charge our cell phones, power our computers, or even download music to our iPods impact the environment, economy, and life around the globe. Which resources should we use and why?  Explore how energy production and consumption choices affect the planet and our quality of life today, tomorrow, and for future generations. Can FIRST LEGO® League teams find the ultimate solution to this global Power Puzzle? 

	May 2
	Team registration opens 

	September 5
	2007 Power Puzzle International Kickoff 

	September 15 & 29
	Louisiana Kickoff Event Luncheon, Workshops, Mission Models & NXT Programming

	September 29
	Team registration closes

	December 1
	Louisiana Regional Tournament

	April 23 - 26
	2008 FIRST FLL Championship – Atlanta, GA


The Louisiana Regional Tournament is limited to 30 teams.  We expect the tournament to fill quickly!!
For further information, visit our local website at http://www.LaFLL.org or the National FIRST website at www.usfirst.org 

2007 Power Puzzle FLL Application
FIRST LEGO League Robotic Competition

Student’s Name

Grade

Parent Approval
Date

Area of Interest 

Management

Project Scheduling


(
Rubric & Awards


(
Evaluation & Judging


(
Competition Rules & Forums

(
Robot Competition

Strategy



(
Hardware Design


(
Software Design


(
Robot Operator (2)


(
Research Project

Researcher



(
Script and Choreography

(
Research Report


(
Team Spirit / Marketing

Team Shirt & Artwork Design
(
Research Project Props

(
Scrapbook



(
Press Relations


(
Community Outreach

(
Fund Raising



(
Teacher Recommendation




















